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Tribute to President Emeritus 
Dave Frohnmayer 

resident Emeritus Dave Frohnmayer, a widely respected leader in 
Oregon politics and academia, was often referred to as a giant: a 

giant who championed law and leadership. 
He formerly served as dean of the University of Oregon School of 

Law, as Oregon’s attorney general, as an Oregon state representative, 
and as a law professor at the University of Oregon. Dave also served as 
president of the University of Oregon for fifteen years; before him, no 
native Oregonian had served as president of one of the state’s large 
research universities. 

As attorney general, Dave argued seven cases before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, winning six, the most cases and best record of any state 
attorney general. 

Dave is remembered by the University of Oregon legal community 
as an extraordinary professor and mentor. He was generous, 
enthusiastic, insightful, and inspired multitudes of students to pursue 
careers that continue to impact their communities in meaningful ways. 

Dave received his bachelor’s degree in government from Harvard 
College and his Juris Doctor degree from the University of California, 
Berkeley, School of Law. He was also a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford 
College. 

This Oregon Law Review issue is dedicated to him and the powerful 
legacy he left behind. 

− Oregon Law Review Editorial Board 
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